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Market Development for Bioplastics 

Introduction: 

In a world seeking sustainable alternatives, bioplastics have emerged as a promising solution. This blog 

post delves into the market development for bioplastics, with a specific focus on Natureworks and its 

innovative product, PLA (polylactic acid). By exploring the factors that affect demand, the challenges 

faced by manufacturers, and the future prospects of PLA, we gain valuable insights into the expanding 

world of eco-friendly materials. 

Background Note: 

Before delving into the specifics of Natureworks and PLA, it's important to understand the context of 

bioplastics. As concerns over environmental sustainability grow, traditional plastics face scrutiny due to 

their long-lasting impact on ecosystems. Bioplastics offer a greener alternative, typically made from 

renewable resources such as corn starch or sugarcane. PLA, in particular, has gained attention for its 

versatility and potential to replace conventional plastics in various applications. 

Natureworks PLA: The Wonder Plastic? 

Natureworks, a leading bioplastics company, has pioneered the development of PLA. This polymer 

possesses remarkable properties, including being biodegradable and compostable. Its versatility allows it to 

be used in a wide range of industries, from packaging to textiles, automotive, and more. With its eco-

friendly attributes, Natureworks PLA has the potential to revolutionize the market and reduce our reliance 

on fossil fuel-based plastics. 

Popularizing the Polymer: 

Introducing a new product to the market, especially one as innovative as PLA, comes with its own set of 

challenges. Natureworks recognized the importance of educating consumers and businesses about the 

benefits of PLA. They embarked on an extensive marketing campaign, highlighting its environmental 

advantages and promoting its applications in various industries. By partnering with key stakeholders and 

showcasing real-world success stories, Natureworks successfully raised awareness and generated interest in 

their bioplastic solution. 

Dow Exits: 

While Natureworks continued to grow, a significant development occurred when Dow Chemical Company, 

a major player in the plastics industry, decided to exit the PLA market. This unexpected exit created a void 

that Natureworks swiftly filled, solidifying its position as a key player in the bioplastics industry. This 

transition further strengthened Natureworks' reputation and opened doors for new opportunities in the 

market. 

Market for PLA Expands: 

As sustainability becomes a top priority for many businesses and consumers, the demand for eco-friendly 

alternatives continues to rise. The market for PLA has expanded significantly in recent years, with a 

growing number of companies opting for sustainable packaging solutions and other applications. The 

versatility and compostability of PLA make it an attractive choice, driving its adoption across various 

sectors. This expansion presents exciting prospects for Natureworks and other bioplastic manufacturers. 



 

 

Challenges: 

While the growth of PLA and bioplastics is promising, challenges remain. Manufacturers face issues such 

as price competitiveness, scalability, and ensuring consistent quality. Additionally, navigating regulatory 

frameworks and addressing misconceptions about bioplastics are ongoing hurdles. Natureworks has been 

proactive in addressing these challenges by investing in research and development, collaborating with 

industry partners, and actively engaging with stakeholders to build a thriving market for PLA. 

Outlook: 

The future prospects for PLA and Natureworks are bright. As more businesses and consumers prioritize 

sustainability, the demand for eco-friendly materials will continue to grow. Natureworks' commitment to 

innovation, market development, and addressing challenges positions them well for long-term success. 

With ongoing advancements in technology and increasing awareness about the environmental impact of 

traditional plastics, Natureworks and PLA are poised to play a pivotal role in shaping a greener future. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the market development for bioplastics, particularly Natureworks PLA, showcases the 

potential for sustainable alternatives in a world seeking eco-friendly solutions. By understanding the factors 

affecting demand, the challenges faced by manufacturers, and the future prospects of PLA, we gain 

valuable insights into the expanding market for bioplastics. Natureworks' dedication to innovation and 

sustainability positions them as a key player in this evolving landscape, with PLA offering a promising 

pathway towards a greener and more sustainable future. 

 


